
ERKK Energy Manifest

On the eve of the Cyprus Presidential elections of 2023 the United Cyprus Republican Party (ERKK) has a 
duty to inform Cyprus citizens on the matters of national interest of Cyprus.

This memorandum concerns the energy.

The energy consumption in  Cyprus is  low,  mainly due to  the  structure  of  the  economy.  Cyprus hardly
consumes the electricity actually generated.

When achieving our goal of full employment the consumption of energy will rise. It should be met with
adequate supply.  But not vice versa: investment into the energy should follow the structural rise in the
Cyprus economy and prosperity of Cyprus households. Premature investments will hinder the economical
development.

Consensus among Cyprus citizens is needed when huge energy projects are promoted by the Government,
including interconnections of power grids and liberalization of utilities.

The  Department  of  Economic  and  Social  Affairs  of  the  United  Nations  Secretariat  published  a
comprehensive report on grid interconnections called “Multi  Dimensional Issues in International Electric
Power  Grid  Interconnections”.  UN  said  “As  major  blackouts  in  North  America  and  Europe  in  2003
demonstrated,  large-scale  disturbances  can propagate  through interconnections  and result  in  cascading
outages, bringing down systems that had previously been functioning normally. In addition, long-distance
interconnections with long transmission lines have potentially greater stability problems than is the case for
shorter  lines.  Finally,  many  systems  that  have  undergone electricity  liberalization in  recent  years  have
experienced large increases in transmission capacity utilization, reducing reserve margins” (pages 17-18). 

Liberalization of utilities would further reduce the incentive for the private actors to keep “reserved” capacity
increasing dramatically risk of a major blackout in Cyprus.

Special attention should be given to the protection of the seabed ecosystems around Cyprus effected by the 
development of the underwater cables and off-shore rigs. It is now scientifically proven that seabed CO2 
emissions are greatly increased when destroying such ecosystems by dredging, deep sea cabling, oil and gas 
rigs installations. Ms. Ana Rosa Correa Izquierdo, Biologist, Environmental Scientist said “It has 
been shown that anthropogenic action on the seabed such as constructions, cables, etc. all this is 
altering the seabed, plus environmental pollution of course, it is scientifically proven throughout the
world, sadly the waters of the oceans have its temperature increased and this causes CO2 deposits to
be released earlier, the oceans are acidifying, the worrying thing is that CO2 levels in the ocean are 
increasing at a much faster rate than expected”. 

The life expectancy of underwater electrical cables is below 25 years but may well be about 10 to 15 years.
So Cyprus may be facing not only major re-investment into underwater interconnections every decade or so
but - a major damage to the seabed ecosystems increasing CO2 emissions in the area. 

ERKK is calling for the energy policy designed specifically for Cyprus. In particular we are calling to 
strengthen The Electricity Authority of Cyprus (EAC). The thermal power stations operated by EAC may 
well be modified to accommodate alternative fuel like lignin coal with a low CO2 signature. 

On a long-term basis emphasis should be paid to the economic prosperity of Cyprus households and 
traditional businesses as barometer to introduce alternative types of electrical supply like fuel cells.

Cypriots should not bear any risk of major blackouts or higher electricity costs as a results of forcing them to
adopt the imported policies without their informed consensus. 


